EAST ASIAN LACQUER

MATERIAL CULTURE,
SCIENCE AND CONSERVATION
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A key consequence of the western discovery of sixteenth-century Japan was the emergence of workshops
producing lacquerware for the European market. As with East Asian porcelain, Japanese lacquer quickly
became an absolute must-have, its gold-on-black pictorial schemes enriching the sumptuous interiors of the
aristocratic and wealthy. The Mazarin Chest, which was made in Kyoto in the late 1630s to early 1640s and
has belonged to the Victoria and Albert Museum since 1882, is the largest and most spectacular survivor
of this specialist industry. Since 2003 it has been the focus of a major research and conservation project
involving curators, conservators and scientists in the UK, Germany, Japan and Poland. The main outcomes of
this and related research, initially presented at an international conference held at the V&A, are published in
this discipline-defining compilation of twenty-one papers.
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