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Jordan Baseman: Deadness, Matt’s Gallery -
exhibition review

London-based American artist Jordan Baseman has weaved together voice and
image to create two compelling works
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Daniel Radcliffe song
bowls them over

Keep Your Timber
Limber, ICA - exhibition

An unsettling atmosphere lies at the heart of Deadness review

(2013) by the London-based American artist Jordan
Baseman.

Like many of his recent works, it's based on an Suggested Topics

interview, this time with Dr John Troyer from Bath Photographers
University’s Centre for Death and Society. Troyer
speaks fascinatingly about the history of embalming, its Photograph
aim to make the dead look as they do in life, to soothe graphy
grieving families and much else.

Artists

But as he talks, we see slides of dead people lying in
caskets, a macabre collection assembled by Baseman
from online auctions. Most are snapshots, though some
are more posed historical images. At face value, they’re
rather boring, but the cumulative effect of seeing this procession of cosmeticised
corpses, added to Troyer's matter-of-fact delivery, is a growing sense of unease.

Art Exhibitions

In The Last Walk (2011), the dynamic is reversed. The imagery is more benign —
footage of fairy lights in trees shot on film developed crudely in buckets, giving it a
degraded, abstract almost painterly appearance. But the accompanying voiceover is
jarring, as the artist Stuart Brisley recounts (or perhaps concocts) a story about
walking his dog on a wasteland and witnessing a horrific scene of self-immolation. He
describes witnessing the “extraordinary and yet at the same time quite delicate” image
of a man on fire and his thoughts and actions with relative indifference, almost as if it
were a dream. But neither he nor Baseman lets on if we are hearing a true story or
fiction.

Baseman has weaved together voice and image to create two compelling works; dark
and troubling, they are also unforgettable.

Until July 21, 020 8983 1771, mattsgallery.org
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Need Royalty Free Music?
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London Photography Course
"Best Courses in London" Time Out. Award winning,inspirational courses
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Kate Middleton Reveals: It's A Girl!!!
(Yahoo!)

Russell Kane: ‘| had a year of
partying and it was soulless. The sex
wasn't even good’ (12 June 2013)

Privacy in Skype (Microsoft)

Are you a demi-veggie? (11 June

2013) This New Gmail App is Almost Too

Good to Be True (Evolving SEO)
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leopard-print for last solo
engagement before giving birth (13
June 2013)

Katie Price's Stunning Wedding
Photos © (Yahoo!)

Cheeky Reese Witherspoon's
ultimate wardrobe malfunction!!!
(Yahoo!)

Neighbours in five-year feud over
towering 22ft-high garden hedge (12
June 2013)

If You're Using Gmail, you Should try
This! (TNW Apps)

Teenage couple die in suspected
suicide pact after leaping in front of
train near London commuter station
(18 June 2013)

Gloriana, Covent Garden - opera
review (24 June 2013)
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